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descendants of Lebanon Maronites. Since the re-estab-
lishment of the Latin patriarchate in 1847? at each Latin
mission station on either side of the Jordan, in accordance
with a friendly agreement between the Roman Catholic and
Maronite authorities, there have been in residence- two
priests, one in charge of the mission, ordained according to
the Latin rite, though he may be a native, the other or-
dained as a Maronite, who usually does the actual parochial
work, saying mass, baptizing, preaching, hearing confes-
sions, etc., all according to the Maronite rite. In 1895 the
sect again secured a foothold in Jerusalem, building a hos-
pice and chapel, under the direction of a priest who repre-
sents the patriarch. I was officially informed that this
move was forced on the Maronites by the failure of the
Franciscans to provide for Maronite pilgrims, according to
the agreement made when they took over the property.
The parallel chronicles of the Druses and Maronites
contain the last chapters in the history of feudalism. This
institution, which was organized on an international basis
in the Holy Land at the time of the Crusaders, took deep
root in Syria and Palestine, surviving in these lands long
after it had disappeared from Europe. Its last refuge was
in the Lebanon Mountains, where it received its death-
blow but a half century ago. The constant rivalry for po-
litical control of the Lebanon between Maronite and Druse
chieftains, which had caused the civil wars of 1845 and
1860, provoked, in the latter named year, the interference
of Napoleon III, who sent an army of occupation to the
Syrian coast. As a result of this foreign intervention the
Lebanon government, feudal for centuries, was reorgan-
ized under a Christian governor, to be nominated by the
sultan and confirmed by the great powers. The Lebanon
continues to be a sort of imperium in imperio, the status
of which was unaffected by the revival of the Turkish con-
stitution in 1908. The governors have been appointed
from the Christian pachas in service of the Turkish Em-
pire, and have included Armenians and an Italian, but
never a Syrian. The local nobility, thus, have been rele-
gated to subordinate positions in the government.

